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Over the past several months, ['ve made a number
of points about the use of different kinds of
educational assessments and the data they yield.
The idea that different tests produce certain kinds
of results that can reasonably be used for specific
purposes is not a new one. Yet the inconsistent use
by publishers, policy makers, and others of terms
like “formative assessment,” “benchmark
assessment,” and “summative assessment” muddies
the water for local school personnel trying to do
what’s best for their students.

In and of itself, testing won’t improve student
performance. However, the appropriate use of test
results can facilitate student learning. For example,
on-the-spot feedback from well-designed, formative
assessments can shed light on students’
misconceptions and actively engage them in their
own learning. Educators can also use results from
various summative assessments to inform the
improvement of instructional programs, as well as
to help identify remedial needs of individual students.

So What's Next?

interdependent paths. First, we must hel

identify and employ best assessment practices. And
second, we must support them in establishing
effective, balanced district assessment systems in
which each component is designed to produce the
information that can best be used to accomplish its
respective purpose. And by “we,” [ mean everyone
from administrators to vendors to legislators.

We have our work cut out for us! Watch this space
beginning next fall for some thoughts on how we
can meet this challenge.
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