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The purpose and uses of the Alternate Assessment 
mirror those of other state assessments. Assessment 
results offer information useful for planning and 
instruction at the district, school, and student 
levels. The results also provide valid and reliable 
data to document program effects. Datafolio 
contents are developed so that programs 
constantly move toward instructional practices 
currently considered to be the best in special 
education. Some ways teachers and parents can 
create enhanced programs are to

• merge the processes of  instruct ion,
assessment, teaching, and learning;

• examine the assessment guidelines,
requirements ,  scor ing  rubr ics ,  and 
examples;

• model and practice making extensions and 
connections throughout the year;

• offer extensive opportunities for students to 
establish interactions and social relationships 
with nondisabled peers; and

• ensure that programs will be based on 
best-practice research in offering integrated
settings, age-appropriate materials,
functionality, assistive technology, and 
opportunities for choices.
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The 2009 Rhode Island Alternate Assessment Summer Scoring Institute took place July 13-17 and
20-24, 2009 at The Aldrich Mansion in Warwick, RI. 
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Amy Grattan, Training facilitator
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